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FOREWORD
By
William V. Davis, II1

tion, which was subsequent

to World War I and Prior to
World War II, most aircraft
were single engine and had
only a pilot as crew. Specifical-
ly, they had no co-pilot, naviga-
tor or engineer — a one man
operation. But these early fliers

In the Golden Age of Avia-

wanted to spread their hori-
zons. Trans-Oceanic flights
were a step in that direction.
Charles Lindbergh earned
and deserved international
acclaim for his solo New York
to Paris flight in May 1927. But
his navigational problems were

minimal. Had he strayed a
little north of his course he
would hit England; a little south
he would hit Spain. Regardless, if he just basically went east
he was going to hit Europe, the goal for that prize.

The trans-Pacific Dole Air Race participants had the oppo-
site situation — if they did everything just right, they hit the
Hawaiian Islands; otherwise they hit the open ocean. A navi-
gator was a must-have, and that’s where Bill Davis enters the

William V. Davis, Jr. 2
Years Old (Source: Davis)

picture.

At the time of the Dole Air Race in August, 1927, my father,
William V. Davis Jr., was a qualified pilot aboard the carrier
USS Langley (CV-1), trained in aviation and navigation by the
U.S. Navy. He was a ham radio operator, an amateur photo-
grapher and an excellent carpenter (measure twice, cut once!).
He joined Art Goebel in the “Woolaroc” as navigator for the
Race. At that time, for him to ride with another pilot out of
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